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The Final Face-Off – 2025

T. Kent Morgan

During 2025, the hockey community lost many Manitobans as well as people with a connection to the sport in our province. Information has been compiled from newspaper obituaries and other sources such as the Internet and the Society for International Hockey Research (SIHR). Individual honoured members of the Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame are noted with an asterisk* and the year of induction by MHHFyyyy or just the year. If a reader is aware of any deceased hockey people not listed or any errors, please email information to tkmorgan@mymts.net or call 1-204-489-6641.

Jan. 2, 2025 in Kelowna, B.C. George Forgie, 76 – East Kildonan defenseman, who played for the Flin Flon Bombers from 1964-65 until 1966-67 and the junior Winnipeg Jets in 1967-68. Spent two seasons in the EHL with five different teams. Played intermediate and senior during the 1970s with several teams including the 1973-74 Canadian intermediate champion Warroad Lakers (MHHF1985).      
Jan. 3 in Hodgson, Frank Skibinski, 95 – Minor hockey volunteer in the Interlake. 
Jan. 12 in Winnipeg, Ed Popel, 90 – Founding member of the Southdale Lakers hockey program.

Jan. 16 in Teulon, Eugene Fleury, 82 – Born in Binscarth, he played junior in Watrous, SK and later coached juvenile and peewee provincial championship teams in Teulon. 
Jan. 18 in Winnipeg, Charlie Grant, 84 – Winnipeg Fire Department captain, who played in the fire and police league and later with 55-plus groups at Keith Bodley Arena.   
Jan. 19 in Vancouver, Wash., Tommy McVie, 89 – Lengthy career as a player, coach and scout.
Coached the Winnipeg Jets to the final WHA championship in 1978-79 and the NHL Jets partway through the 1979-80 season.
Jan. 20 in Winnipeg, Andrew Michaluk, 42 – Played for many teams starting in Minnedosa and later in Winnipeg both winter and summer. Coached peewee girls in Morden, and high school boys in Stonewall for nine seasons. 
Jan. 24 in Winnipeg, Dave Blanchard, 89 – Played for the 1951 provincial bantam A champion Sir John Franklin Explorers. Later played for the Red River Wings of the Soviet in the Inner City Oldtimers League and until he was 80 with The Max 55-plus group at the MTS IcePlex.
Jan. 26 in Milwaukee, Ed Boucha, 71 – Born in Warroad, the brother of the late Henry played in Warroad and nine games for the Flin Flon Bombers in 1971-72. 
Feb. 7 in Mexico, Neil Avery, 71 – Long-time referee, who had served as referee-in-chief of the Inner City Oldtimers League and the Charleswood League. 
Feb. 17 in Winnipeg, Jack Mason, 97 – Played for the West End Orioles, who won the 1943 provincial midget A championship and then as a teenager in 1944-45 for the New York Rovers of the Eastern Amateur League. Back home, he played two seasons of junior with the Monarchs and Rangers and then senior for the Graham-Hoeme Plowmen, Nationals and Maroons. Coached at Deer Lodge Community Club. 
March 4 in Winnipeg, Jim Harrison, 82 – Winnipeg North Division juvenile all-star in 1958, who played briefly for the Winnipeg Monarchs of the MJHL in 1958-59 and 1959-60. Went to the University of North Dakota where he played on the freshman team. 
March 5 in Winnipeg, Ken Saunders, 86 – Played for the St. Boniface Canadiens of the MJHL from 1955-56 until 1957-58 and then the 1958-59 season for the Prince Albert Mintos of the SJHL. Spent the 1959-60 season in England with the Wembley Lions. From 1960-61 until 1969 -70, he played in the IHL for four different teams and senior for the Winnipeg Maroons and the Warroad Lakers. 
March 26 in Everett, Wash., *Howie Hughes, 85 – Junior for the St. Boniface Canadiens of the MJHL from 1956-57 until 1958-59 and was a pickup for the 1959 Memorial Cup champion Winnipeg Braves. His pro career from 1959-60 until 1974-75 included the 1960-62 season with the Winnipeg Warriors of the Western League and three seasons in the NHL from 1966-67 until 1969-70 with the Los Angeles Kings.  
April 4 in Winnipeg, Joel Shefrin, 75 – Served as president of Hockey Winnipeg and was a board member of Hockey Manitoba.

April 12 in Toronto, Gerry McNamara, 90 – Goalie whose pro and amateur career from 1951-52 until 1972-73 included time in the 1956-57 season with the Winnipeg Warriors of the Western League. Served as general manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs from 1981-82 until 1987-88.  
April 22 in Winnipeg, Bob Ruffeski, 88 – Hockey manager at Garden City Community Centre for many years and organizer of many out-of-town tournaments including in the USA.
May 17 in The Pas, Murray Anderson, 75 – Born in The Pas, the defenseman played junior for the Selkirk Steelers and the Flin Flon Bombers where he was a WCJHL all-star in 1969-70. Drafted in 1969 by the Montreal Canadiens as 44th overall pick. Pro career from 1970-71 until 1975-76 included 40 games in the NHL in 1974-75 with the Washington Capitals. Returned to The Pas where he coached minor and junior.
June 23 in Winnipeg, John (Hoss) Egdell, 82 – Goalie for many seasons in oldtimers leagues at the Keith Bodley Arena and the MTS IcePlex, who also liked to play forward. Helped organize The Max 55-plus group. 
July 1 in Winnipeg, Dick Girden, 88 – Served as a referee-in-chief in Winnipeg minor hockey.
July 4 in Winnipeg, Tom Wilson, 84 – Volunteer with Hockey Manitoba, the Manitoba AAA Midget League and the Manitoba Major Junior Hockey League.
July 13 in Winnipeg, Tom Bailey, 81 – Air Force Lt. Col. who played and coached hockey in various locations where he served. Played many years for 55-plus groups at Keith Bodley Arena and the MTS IcePlex.
July 15 in Winnipeg, Don Duncan, 64 – Played for the junior Midland Centennials and then rec for the Shooters. Also coached minor hockey.
July 26 in Winnipeg, Roy MacGillivray, 98 – Spent eight years as an official scorer for the Winnipeg Jets in the WHA and NHL.
August 2 in Winnipeg, Carl Monkman 43 – Played for the Hawks midgets in 1999-2000, the Southeast Blades of the MJHL in 2001-02, and the junior B North Winnipeg Satellites in 
2002-03.   
August 14 in Treherne, Maurice Thevnot, 85 – Played for the Somerset Flyers.  
August 8 in Gotenberg, Sweden, Mats Lindh, 77 – Played in the WHA for the Winnipeg Jets in 1975-76 and 1976-77. 
August 20 in Winnipeg, Eric Pele, 68 – Member of the coaching staff for the St. Mary’s Academy high school and prep teams.
August 24 in Worchester, Mass., Even Armit, 23 – Player at Worchester State College in NCAA III at the time of his death due to metastic melanoma. Played for the Winnipeg Freeze of the MJHL in 2020-21 and 2021-22. 
August 27 in Sechelt, B.C., Dr. Edward Berinstein – Played goal for the U of M Bisons between 1965 and 1968. 
Sept. 15 in the Twin Cities, *Murray Williamson, 91 – Played junior for the St. Boniface Canadiens and Winnipeg Barons and then three seasons with University of Minnesota Gophers where he was an All-American in 1958-59. He coached the US National Team from 1966-67 until 1971-72 that included the 1968 and 1972 Olympics. The team won silver in 1972. He was inducted into the US Hockey Hall of Fame in 2005 and the Manitoba Hockey HOF as a builder in 2009.
Sept. 16 in Winnipeg, Norm Brunel, 90 – Played for the Winnipeg Barons of the MJHL in 1954-55 and 1955-56. 
Oct. 11 in Winnipeg, Ross Murray, 92 – Born in Zelma, Sask., he played defense for the junior Montreal Canadiens in 1951-52 and 1952-53 and the Montreal Royals in 1953-54. As a miliary man, he played for the Canadian Forces in international tournaments.  
Oct. 25 in Brandon, Cam Brown, 56 – Played for the Brandon Wheat Kings from 1987-88 to 1989-90. Pro from 1990-91 until 2005-06 with ten teams. One game with the Vancouver Canucks of the NHL in 1990-91. Head coach of Baton Rouge Kingfish of the ECHL in 2002-03.
Nov. 4 in Calgary, George Komanac, 88 – Born in Flin Flon, he played briefly for the junior Bombers in 1954-55 and 1955-56. 
Nov. 21 in Brandon, Bob Jaska, 81 – Played in the MJHL for the Fort Frances Royals in 1963-64 and the Brandon Wheat Kings in 1964-65 and then senior for the Cranbrook Royals of the Western International League in 1965-66. Then three seasons in the CASH League for the Brandon Olympics.   
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