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The Final Face-Off – 2024
T. Kent Morgan

During 2024, the hockey community lost many Manitobans as well as other people with a connection to the sport in our province. Information below has been compiled from newspaper obituaries and other sources such as the Internet and the Society for International Hockey Research (SIHR). Individual inducted members of the Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame (MHHF) are noted with an asterisk*. 
Jan. 13, 2024, in Brandon, Mark Johnston, 67 – Played junior hockey for the Portage Terriers, Brandon Wheat Kings and Travelers, and the Selkirk Steelers between 1971-72 and 1976-77. Later served as assistant coach and director of scouting for the Wheat Kings and as a scout for the junior Western Hockey League (WHL) Kelowna Rockets from 2002 to 2013. Coached the Swan Valley Stampeders of the Manitoba Junior Hockey League (MJHL) in the early 2000s.   

Jan. 19 in Winnipeg, *Tom Miller, 85 – Often called Mr. Hockey in St. James, he was a co-founder of the St. James Canucks of the Manitoba Major Junior Hockey League (MMJHL) in 1978 and served as team president until 2015. Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame (MHHF) builder inductee 2013. 
Jan. 23 in Calgary, Bruce Covernton, 57 - CFL football player, who played in the MJHL with St. Boniface Saints and in the 1986-87 season had one game in the WHL with the Brandon Wheat Kings.

Feb. 13 in Parksville, B.C., *Gerry James, 89 - Played at Sir John Franklin CC and for the juvenile Winnipeg Monarchs. Brought up to the junior Monarchs for a 1951 Memorial Cup run. Played junior for the Toronto Marlboros from 1951-52 until 1954-55 winning the Cup in his last junior season. Several seasons in the NHL with the Toronto Maple Leafs before returning to Winnipeg to play for the professional Western Hockey League Warriors in 1960-61. Coached in Switzerland from 1962 to 1964. Coach and GM for junior and senior teams in Saskatchewan during the 1970s and 1980s. MHHF2013
Feb. 13 in Winnipeg, Denis Cadieux, 74, - Played for his hometown Letellier Blues.
Feb. 22 in Winnipeg, Lance Spencer, 52 – Played for the Southeast Thunderbirds of the MJHL in 1990-91 and 1991-92 and then that season with the Winkler Flyers, who lost in the Centennial Cup national junior final.

March 4 in Winnipeg, Patrick (Paddy) Scott, 57 – Born in Dublin, Ireland, he got his hockey start in Thompson. U of M Bisons 1987-88. Played nine seasons in England with the Milton Keynes Kings and Basingstoke Bison scoring 646 goals. Played for Team Great Britain 34 times. 
March 23 in Barrie, Ont., Paul Masnick, 92- Had a pro career from 1950-51 to 1962-63 that included time in the NHL with the Monreal Canadiens. Sent to Winnipeg to play for the Western Hockey League and Canadian minor professional champion Winnipeg Warriors (MHHF1985) in 1955-56.
March 25 in Winnipeg, Ken Potter, 76 – Civilian employee of the RCMP, who served in the Arctic where he played hockey before transferring to Winnipeg where he joined the Maples Coyotes of the Inner City Oldtimers League. Later played with the St. James and The Max 55-plus groups at Keith Bodley Arena.
March 29 in Winnipeg, *Ed Dearden, 96, Known as Steady Eddie during his time as the assistant sports editor of the Winnipeg Tribune until the newspaper folded in 1980. Covered the WHA Jets and did colour commentary on CJOB radio broadcasts. Played for many years in the Monday media hockey group. MHHF 2001 in the media category. 
April 10 in Winnipeg, Jack Turner, 84 – Born in Winnipegosis, he played for the Flin Flon Bombers of the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey Leaguer (SJHL) in 1958-59 and 1959-60 and later coached the Bombers during the 1970s. Played in several minor pro leagues from 1960-61 to 1971-72, but interrupted his pro tenure to play for the Flin Flon Warriors in 1964-65 and 1965-66. He served as captain when the team (MHHF2019) won the Western Canada intermediate championship in the second season. Played until age 80 with 55-plus groups at Keith Bodley and the MTS Iceplex.  
April 18 in Manitou, Walter Mueller, 86 – Former Mayor of Manitou, who was involved in several sports in the Pembina Valley as a player, coach and administrator. Served on the executive of the Pembina Valley Minor Hockey Association from 1982 to 1998 and received the Dr. Fern Letain Memorial Award in 1991 for his contributions to minor hockey in the region. Also served for many years on the MHHF board of directors. Brother of Lew Mueller of the 1959 Memorial Cup champion Winnipeg Braves.

April 19 in Winnipeg, Glen Monk. 90 – While living in Ninette played for Wawanesa in the Tiger Hills League. Later coached and managed sports at the Norberry Community Club in St, Vital where he served a president. 
April 23 in Fort Erie, Ont., Ed Chadwick, 90 – Goalie, who played for the WHL champion Winnipeg Warriors in 1955-56 during his pro career that ran from 1952-53 until 1967-68. NHL time primarily with the Toronto Maple Leafs.
May 4 in Winnipeg, Brian Smiley, 68 – Selkirk product, who covered sports for newspapers in Alberta and Saskatchewan before returning to Manitoba in 1987 to work for the Winnipeg Sun where he covered the Winnipeg Jets. Coached hockey from AA to the MMJHL with the Transcona Railer Express.
May 11 in Delmar, Maryland, Steve Andrascik, 75 – Born in Sherridon, he played for the Flin  Flon Bombers of the Western Canada Hockey League (WCHL) in 1967-68 and 1968-69. Played pro from 1969-70 to 1977-78 in the CHL, AHL, SHL and the WHA where he played 97 games. Finished his career with the Hershey Bears of the AHL where he served as captain. Played one playoff game for the New York Rangers in 1971-72.  
June 7 in Calgary, Dave Yakiwchuk, 65 – In 1978-79 which was the first season of his nine-year pro career, he played four games for the Winnipeg Jets of the WHA.

June 7 in Abbotsford, B.C., Cory Wolk, 47 – Played at Notre Dame College in Wilcox, Sask. and then for the St. Boniface Saints of the MJHL in 1994-95.
June 23 in Winnipeg, Victor Chaput, 85 – Winnipeg educator, who played 33 games for Bemidji State University while pursuing his degree. 

June 25 in Winnipeg, Darrel Penner, 66 – Born in Steinbach, he played minor hockey there losing a provincial midget championship to Brandon in 1974. Then with the Steinbach Huskies of the Manitoba Eastern Hockey League during the latter 1970s where the defenseman served as captain. 
July 15, Houston, Gerry Brisson Jr., 66 – Played for the Winnipeg Monarchs in 1974-75 and the Assiniboine Park Monarchs of the MJHL the next season.
July 16 in Georgetown, Texas, Frank Arnett, 92 – Carman-born defenseman, who played for the junior Brandon Wheat Kings in 1950-51 and 1951-52. His pro career from 1952-53 until 1963-64 primarily in the WHL included the 1957-58 season with the Winnipeg Warriors. Later played senior in Calgary and Nelson, B.C. where he also coached. 
July 22 in St. Albert, Alta, Len Haley, 92 – His pro career from 1950-51 until 1969-70 included winning the WHL championship with the Brandon Regals in 1956-57 and 36 games in the NHL with the Detroit Red Wings in 1959-60 and 1960-61. 

Aug. 7 in Winnipeg, Bob Buschau, 87 – Served as president of minor hockey in Leaf Rapids.

Aug. 17 in Winnipeg, Walter Proutt, 94 – Coached the Winnipeg Sun and the junior B North Winnipeg Satellites for several years.
Aug. 18 in Winnipeg, Murray Riddell, 79 – Played for the Minto Mustangs when the team won the inaugural championship in the Hwy 23 League.
Aug. 19 in Winnipeg, Dolph Nobis, 89 – Coached at Weston CC and played for Weston in the Inner City Oldtimers League. Played until age 80 in a 55-plus group at the Keith Bodley Arena.

Aug. 25 in Winnipeg, Bill Stovel, 78 – Played for the U of M Bisons and then for the East Kildonan Screaming Eagles of the Canadian Central Hockey League in 1972-73.

Aug. 30 in Kelowna, B.C., Maddy Hanson, 67 – Served as vice-president of marketing for the Winnipeg Jets. Involved in the Winnipeg Whiteout promotion.  
Sept. 13 in Winnipeg, Gordon Johnson, 50 – President of the Lundar Falcons junior B team for 10 years.
Sept. 24 in Brandon, *Glen Lawson, 89 – Played for the junior Wheat Kings in 1953-54 and 

1955-56 plus the 1954-55 season with the junior Fort William Hurricane-Rangers. Played with the Minnedosa Jets in 1956-57 and the Dauphin Kings in 1959-60. Coached the juvenile Wheat Kings to the provincial championship in 1957 and 1958 and took over as coach of the junior team in 1958-59. Spent the next 15 years in various coaching and managing roles and eventually as part owner. MHHF2011 builder inductee. In March 2024 he was one of the first two inductees in the Wheat Kings Hall of Fame.
Oct. 2 in Royal Oak, MI, Jason Cirone, 53 – A 1989 Winnipeg Jets draft pick, who played three games with the team in 1991-92. Had a long career in Italy paying for the national team in the Olympics and world championships.
Oct, 5 in Winnipeg, Trey Basarowich, 16 – Elmwood High School student, who was proud to be the youngest volunteer coach for the Hockey Heros charity.
Oct, 15 in Neepawa, Pat Angers, 85 – Played for the 1958-59 Memorial Cup champion Winnipeg Braves (MHHF1985) and later played in Pine Falls where he taught school. Coached the Neepawa Natives of the MJHL in 1992-93. 

Oct. 18 in B.C., Moe Lemay, 62 – Pro career from 1981-82 until 1988-89 included 10 games in his final season with the Winnipeg Jets.

Oct. 28 in Dublin, Ohio, Al Simmons, 73 – Winnipeg- born defenseman, who played for the junior Jets in 1970-71. Pro career from 1971-72 to 1975-76 include time in the IHL, WHL, and AHL plus one game with the California Golden Seals in his first season and later ten with the Boston Bruins. 
Nov. 3 in Winnipeg, Ralph Condon – Played at Tobans in Winnipeg’s North End and briefly in junior for the 1952-53 Prince Albert Mintos of the SJHL and the 1953-54 Winnipeg Barons of the MJHL. Coached minor hockey at Woodhaven CC. Remembered as an opinionated caller to Jets post-game radio broadcasts on TSN and CJOB. 
Nov. 6 in Winnipeg, Gary Thornton, 79 – Goalie who played for Isaac Brock CC provincial bantam B champions in 1959-60 and bantam A champions in 1960-61 and city midget champions in 1961-62 and juvenile champions in 1962-63. Junior with Winnipeg Warriors of the MJHL in 1964-65 and 1965-66.  
Nov. 8, 2024 in Winnipeg, Ted Wyman, 58 – Covered sports at the Brandon Sun and was a sports reporter and editor for the Winnipeg Sun. Served as a media representative on the Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame selection committee. 
Nov. 19 in Winnipeg, Scott Leslie, 59 – Played and coached in Ile Des Chenes. 
Nov 24 in Kenora, Dr. Jim Beveridge, 77 – Played for the Acadia University Axemen from

1964-65 to 1966-67 and then for the Queen’s Golden Gaels while studying medicine. 
Dec. 10 in Winnipeg, Dave Janaway, 80 – Born in Portage la Prairie, he played for the Brandon Wheat Kings in 1961-62 and 1962-63 (MHHF2023) and the University of North Dakota from 1964-65 to 1966-67. Later with the Oakville Seals and the McDonald Travelers.   
Dec. 14 in Winnipeg, Albert Sankow, 94 – Always known as Gabby around the Winnipeg Arena where he was a familiar figure, he took on various volunteer roles with the junior, WHA and NHL Jets and travelled with the WHA team on international trips. 
Dec. 15 in Pine Falls, Bob Seguin, 92 – Played in the SJHL with the Flin Flon Bombers from 1950-51 to 1952-53. Returned home to play for the Pine Falls Paper Kings, who won the 1956-57 Western Canada intermediate AA title (MHHF2009). Played for the Harringay Racers of the British National League in 1957-58. 
Dec. 17 in Fort Frances, George Mylenchuk, 91 – Played junior in Port Arthur and six games with the Brandon Wheat Kings in 1952-53. Several seasons with the senior Fort Frances Canadian. Coached the Fort Frances Royals in 1963-64 when the team lost the MJHL final to the Wheat Kings. 
·  # -

Information on any missing deaths should be emailed to tkmorgan@my.mts.net
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