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MANITOBA’S FIRST CENTENNIAL CUP CHAMPIONS
By Ed Sweeney

The Portage La Prairie Terriers won their second Canadian Junior Hockey Championship in 1973 and became the first Manitoba team to capture the Manitoba Centennial Cup.


The Terriers initial Dominion title came in 1942 when they beat the Oshawa Generals in the final and claimed the Memorial Cup. 


Portage Terriers finished in top spot in the North Division of the Manitoba Junior Hockey League in the 1972.73 season and sidelined Kenora Muskies in four straight games in the opening round of the play-offs. Randy Penner scored eight goals against Kenora to lead the Terriers to victory.


In the league final, Portage defeated St. James Canadians also in four straight games and captured the Turnbull Memorial Trophy. Randy Penner and Bob Miller paced the winners with four goals in the series.

Portage then hosted the Saskatchewan Champions, the Humboldt Broncos and suffered their first play-off setback, losing the opener by a 4-2 score. Terrier coach Murray “Muzz” MacPherson went right out after the loss and got a haircut which seemed to correct the problem as Portage stormed back with three straight victories before losing game five in Humboldt. The sixth game of the round was scheduled back in Portage and when Humboldt didn’t show, the C.A.H.A. awarded the series to Portage. Randy Hextall tallied five goals in the Bronco series to lead the Terriers.


Portage travelled to Penticton, British Columbia and were 5-1 and 6-4 losers to the home team in the first two games of the Western Canadian Junior Championship. The Terriers returned home and posted a 6-4 overtime triumph in game three but the Broncos came back to win the next game 5-3 at the Winnipeg Arena and took a commanding three games to one lead in the series. Portage made an amazing comeback winning the next three games by 6-3, 5-3 and 6-2 scores and captured the series and their second Abbott Memorial Trophy. Randy Penner once again led the Terrier scoring in the round with seven goals.

The Canadian Junior “A” final between Portage and Pembroke was played at Brandon and Winnipeg. Portage Terriers won the first three games over the Lumber Kings by 7-5 (O/T), 4-2 and 3-1 scores at the Brandon Keystone Centre. Randy Penner turned in an outstanding performance in the opening game scoring five Terrier goals. Pembroke kept their hopes alive by recording a 6-4 triumph in the fourth game at the Winnipeg Arena. Portage Terriers would not be denied however, as they registered a 4-2 victory in the fifth game and captured the Centennial Cup with a 4-1 series victory. Randy Penner led Portage in the final with eleven goals and in the play-offs with 34 counters.

In 1993 the Terriers held a reunion in Portage La Prairie twenty years after winning the Manitoba Centennial Cup. The team was hosted to a fine dinner thrown by the City of Portage la Prairie and were introduced to a thrilled crowd at the Terrier Junior hockey game that night.

