A Brief History of the Winnipeg Monarchs
By Ed Sweeney, Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame

The Winnipeg Monarchs hockey club was organized in 1906 and played their games at a rink on the corner of Sargent Avenue and Furby Street in west-end Winnipeg.

The Monarchs were allowed into the Manitoba Senior Hockey League in 1911 joining the Winnipeg Victorias and the Winnipegs in a 3 – Team League.  NHL Hall of Famer Fred “Steamer” Maxwell and Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame members Clem Loughlin and Alex Irvin were among the first players on the Monarchs Team.

In 1913 and 1914 Dick Irvin, NHL Hockey Hall of Famer, led the Monarchs in capturing Manitoba Seniors Hockey Crowns.  In 1915, the Monarchs won the Canadian Senior Hockey Championship.

The Winnipeg Monarchs entered the Manitoba Junior Hockey League in 1930 – 31.  In 1932, led by NHL Hockey Hall of Famer Bryan Hextall Sr. they were Memorial Cup finalists losing out to Sudbury Wolves in the final.

As previously stated, the Monarchs produced teams in Junior and Senior Hockey.  In 1934, the Senior Monarchs won the Manitoba Senior Championship and in 1935 they represented Canada and were proud Gold Medal Winners at the World Hockey Championship.

After winning the World Championship, the Winnipeg Monarch Senior Club ceased operations.

In 1935, 1937 and 1946, the Winnipeg Monarchs won the Canadian Junior Hockey Championship and the Memorial Cup.  They are the only Manitoba team to capture three Canadian Junior Hockey Championships.  The 1937 Monarchs were led by the top line of Alf Pike, Dick Kowcinak and Johnny McCreedy.  Former NHL Peter Langelle was also a member of that team.  Manitoba Hockey Hall of Famer Harry Neil coached the champion Monarchs in 1935 and 1937, while Manitoba Hockey Hall of Famer Walter Monson coached the 1946 Team.  In 1946, in Toronto, George Robertson scored the winning goal in the 7th game of the Memorial Cup Final before a sell out crowd at Maple Leaf Gardens.

In 1975, the MJHL Winnipeg Monarchs changed the name to Assiniboine Park Monarchs for 2 seasons and then once more they returned to the Winnipeg Monarchs name.  However in 1978, after winning ten Manitoba Junior Hockey League Crowns and 3 Memorial Cups, the Winnipeg Monarchs dropped out of Junior Hockey.

The Winnipeg Monarchs Hockey Club has been a part of the Manitoba Hockey scene for many years.  The fine tradition of the organization still continues today in the Winnipeg Minor System.

The Winnipeg Monarchs produced eight players in the NHL Hall of Fame:  Dick Irvine, Fred “Steamer” Maxwell, Ivan “Ching” Johnson, Bryan Hextall Sr., Walter “Turk” Broda, George Hay, Billy Mosienko and Tom Johnson.

The Monarchs produced many other players who are in the Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame.  Some of these players include:  Hyland Beatty, Norm Yellowlees, Art Rice-Jones, Bob “Pinkie” Davie, Cecil Browne, Don Raleigh, Andy Branigan, Billy Gooden, Danny Summers, Eddie Slowinski, Wally Hergesheimer, Eddie “Spider” Mazur, Gary Aldcorn, Ted Harris, Chris Oddleifson, Peter Stemkowski, Kevin McCarthy, Gord Simpson, Ernie Dickens, Billy Saunders, Elliott Chorley, Gord Fashoway, Harry Taylor and Peter Langelle.

Some highlights of performance by former Monarch Players:

· Dick Irvin, with the Senior Monarchs, he captured four Manitoba Scoring titles in five years.  Turned pro with Portland of the Pacific Coast Hockey League.  Played and coached for the Chicago Black Hawks and piloted the Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal Canadians to four Stanley Cups.

· Hal Winkler – Goaltender of Boston Bruins Fame.  In the 1927 – 28 Season he posted a total of 15 shut-outs.

· Cecil Browne was selected as Manitoba’s Athlete of the half-century.

· Tom Johnson played on six Montreal Canadian Stanley Cup winning teams and is the only Manitoba born player to win the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s top defenseman.  He also coached the Boston Bruins in 1972 Stanley Cup Championship team.

· Pat Lyon – Manitoba Hockey Hall of Famer.  G.M. of the 1946 Memorial Cup Monarchs.

· Walter “Turk” Broda – five Stanley Cup winner’s.  Recipient of two Vezina Trophies.

· Bill Mosienko played on the 1939 – 40 Junior Monarchs.  He still holds the NHL record of the fastest three goals in 21 seconds.

· Manitoba Hall of Famers’ Romeo Rivers, Norm Yellowlees, Vic Lindquist and Art Rice-Jones all played on the Senior Monarchs World Championship Team in 1935.

